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Sermon Series: 1 Peter: Standing Firm in the Grace of God

 "How to Handle Spiritual Authority"
(1 Peter 5:1-7)
We Must Respond Properly to Spiritual Authority

I. When we are placed ____________ spiritual authority...

1. We should exercise it ____________.

2. We should exercise it with no ____________ for ____________.

3. We should exercise it as an ____________ to ____________.

II. When we are placed ____________ spiritual authority...

1. We should ____________ ____________ ourselves under that authority.

2. We should ____________ ourselves with ____________.

3. We should ____________ our ____________ on the Lord.

Individual or Group Discussion Questions

1. Discuss the various jobs of a shepherd and correlate those to serving as a spiritual leader in the local church.  Look at various passages that speak of shepherding (Psalm 23; Ezekiel 34; John 10, etc.)
2. In verses 2-3 Peter explains how to exercise oversight as spiritual leaders.  In your area of spiritual leadership (in the home, church, etc.) what do you feel is the hardest thing about exercising that leadership?  What is the easiest for you?
3. Being a good follower is every bit as important as being a good leader.  When do you find it easiest to follow Peter's instructions in verses 4-7?  When is it the hardest?  
4. What stood out to you from the text or message that you would like to discuss further?

5. What will you do to apply this message this week?
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