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Sermon Series: The Purpose of the Church
 "Prayer" (Part 1)
(Walking in Dependence upon God)

(Matthew 6:5-13)

I. We need to understand what prayer is not:

1. Prayer is not a religious exercise to ____________ ____________.

2. Prayer is not a religious exercise to ____________ ____________.

3. Prayer is not a religious exercise to ____________ ____________ you ____________.

II. We need to understand what prayer is:

PRAYER IS _______________ WITH ____________!

1. Prayer is primarily ____________.

2. Prayer is an acknowledgment of the ____________ of God.

3. Prayer is an acknowledgment of the ____________ of God.
Individual or Group Discussion Questions

1. How does this teaching on prayer fit into the bigger context of chapter 6?  Why does Jesus tell us what prayer is not before teaching us how to pray?  
2. Why does Jesus emphasize the need for private prayer?  Does this emphasis mean that public prayer is wrong?  Why or why not?
3. If Jesus already knows what we need before we pray, then why should we pray?  Why might Jesus have told us that we will receive a reward for praying secretly?  Does this motivate you?  Why or why not?
4. What stood out to you from the text or message that you would like to discuss further?

5. What will you do to apply this message this week?






















