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Sermon Series: Knowing What You Believe & Believing What You Know
 "The Nature of the Church"
The Church is ...
I. _______________, not a _______________.
1. The church is _______________, yet _______________.

2. The church is _______________ and _______________.

II. Distinctive _______________.

1. The _______________ Marks.

2. The _______________ Marks.

III. Biblical _______________.

1. The _______________ of Christ.

2. The _______________ of God.

3. The _______________ of Christ.

Group Discussion Questions

1. Why is the church often times viewed as the building?  How would you explain the difference between the invisible church and the visible church?  
2. How can you apply the four traditional marks of the church to our local church?  How do they apply to the church universal?  Do you feel that the reformer's additional marks are necessary?  Why or why not?
3. How many different biblical images of the church can you think of as a group?  Is there one particular one that you, personally, identify with most?  Why?
4. What stands out to you from the image of "the bride of Christ"?  Look at Ephesians 5:22-33 and discuss the correlations between marriage and our relationship with Christ.  How does this impact you regarding your marriage?  How does this impact you regarding your walk with Christ?
5. In what way is God speaking to you from this message?  What will you do to apply the truth this week? 





















