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Sermon Series: Knowing What You Believe & Believing What You Know
 "The Nature of the Church" (Part 2)
The Church is ...
I. Believers, not a Building.
1. The church is Invisible, yet Visible.
2. The church is Local and Universal.

II. Distinctive Marks.

1. The Traditional Marks.

2. The Reformer's Marks.

III. Biblical Imagery.

1. The Bride of Christ.

2. The _______________ of God.

1) Jesus is the _______________ _______________.

2) Jesus is the _______________.

3) Jesus is the _______________ _______________.

3. The _______________ of Christ.

1) We are _______________ _______________.

2) We are _______________ _______________.

Group Discussion Questions

1. Look at Psalm 23 and discuss the imagery as it relates to us as the church.  How does the shepherding imagery help you to understand the nature of the church better?  How does it help you to understand our relationship with Christ better?
2. Why is it important that we understand the oneness of the body as well as the diversity of the body?  What stands out to you the most about the body imagery?
3. How many different biblical images of the church can you think of as a group?  Is there one particular one that you, personally, identify with most?  Why?
4. If someone were to ask you to explain to them what the church is, what would you say?  (It is okay if your answer is not well articulated.  Try to make it personal for you).
5. In what way is God speaking to you from this message?  What will you do to apply the truth this week? 





















